


Israel is using its control of water as a tool
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By every conceivable measure of consumption of fresh water, the
Palestinians’ situation improved dramatically — indeed beyond all
recognition - since 1967 under Israeli administration,

 overall consumption*;

* per capita consumption;

» consumption relative to Israel/lsraelis,

» conveyance of running water to households;

* net conveyance to Palestinians from pre-67 Israel;
 area under agricultural cultivation;

* size of the agricultural product

* The comparison between Israeli and the Palestinian consumption refers only to naturally occurring fresh water which
is the focus of the dispute and not recycled effluents or desalinated water which each of the parties is permitted to
produce for themselves. (A map and cross section of the Mountain Aquifer the disputed water source shared by Israel
and the Palestinians referred to in the Water Agreement in the Oslo Il Accords is shown in the Appendix.)



The Evidence*
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* Source: mf*‘““f'“‘“" Israel Water Authority; ** Mcm = Million cubic meters; *** Cm = Cubic Meters




The Evidence (cont)

Fig. 5.1: Total Consumption of Fresh Natural Water,
1967 vs. 2006 (MCM/yr)
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The Gap between Israeli and Palestinian Fresh Water Consumption Decreased from :
- 1351 Mcm to 1111 Mcm (almost 20%) in Overall Consumption
- 422 Cm to 70 Cm (almost 85%) in Per Capita Consumption

This was made possible by (a) conservation efforts, (b) great advances in irrigation
techniques, (c) intensified use of recycled sewage in agricultural irrigation and (d)
desalinated sea water for domestic consumption by Israel; as well as by (e) conveyance of
water from within Israel to the Palestinians (f) increased Palestinian extraction from the
joint Mountain Aquifer.*

* See Appendix




The water Israel provided for the Jewish
settlements’ swimming pools and lawns
deprives the Palestinians of their water

supply and depletes their water sources. -
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The Facts

Israel conveys more water from inside the pre-67 Green Line to the West
Bank than the total consumption of the Jewish settlements. There is thus
a net conveyance of water from Israel to the Palestinians that more
than compensates for the settlers “swimming pools and lawns”



Total Water Consumption
by Jewish Settlers in
“”West Bank

The Evidence (cont)*

Total Water Conveyance
from pre-67 Israel to
“West Bank”

Exhibit #4

The total water consumption of the Jewish R L —
settlements on the “West Bank” is 48.3 Mcm,

while the Israel Water Utility, Mekorot, conveys
55.7 Mcm from National Water System inside
the pre- 67 frontiers to the “West Bank”.

Also Israel still continues to supply Gaza with the
amounts specified in the Oslo agreement.

* Source: I:(' == |grael Water Authority
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The Facts

Under Israeli administration Palestinian agriculture developed and
expanded beyond all recognition compared to what it was in 1967 in the
“pre-occupation” era
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(a) the area under cultivation increased by 160%
(b) the agricultural product grew by 1200% Press, 1994, 206,

These figures are reflected in the scholarly account of Daniel Hillel *Rivers
of Eden. (Oxford University Press, 1994), which describes the dramatic
development of Palestinians agriculture under “occupation” - and its
transformation from a “from a subsistence enterprise to a commercial
industry.”




Israel's water policies of
restricting water allocation to
Palestinian farmers reflects racial
discrimination

The Facts

(a) Israeli administration has significantly increased the quantity of water available
to the Palestinians and has greatly enhanced Palestinian accessibility to water

(b) Israel has drastically cut back on water allocations to Israeli farmers



The Evidence (cont)*

Severe water cut backs have
been imposed on Israeli
agriculture which, since the late
1990s, has it fresh water quota
cut back by over 60% - from
levels of almost 900 Mcm to
levels of around 550 Mcm

55.7 in
2008

400 in
2009

By contrast, Israel’s water supply to Jordan increased by over 10%
(49 Mcm to 53.94 Mcm) in the period 1997-2005, and to the
Palestinians by over 25%. This rose to an increase of over 60% by
2008.

* Source: Eﬂi“‘m Israel Water Authority
** Israeli consumption includes fresh water, recycled wastewater and desalinated water



The Evidence (cont)*
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These data are strongly endorsed by a World Bank
survey according to which the percentage of households
with safe water also grew by over 500% - from 15% in
1970 to 80% in 1996

* World Bank; Civilian Administration



Israel conducts a discriminatory policy of
racist rationing, depriving Palestinians of
water for their basic needs

The Facts
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Israel does not supply Palestinian consumers, but Palestinian
Authority, in compliance with — indeed considerably in excess of — its
agreed Oslo obligations. The Palestinian Water Authority,
municipalities, private producers and Palestinians water companies are
responsible for the conveyance/distribution of water to Palestinian
consumers . Most of the water consumed by Palestinians (over 70 %) is
provided from sources totally operated by Palestinians. Only 30% is
supplied by Israel by means of it Water Utility, Mekorot).



The Evidence (cont)
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http://www.water.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/A111EFEF-3857-41F0-B598-F48119AE9170/0/WaterIssuesBetweenIsraelandthePalestinians.pdf
http://www.water.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/A111EFEF-3857-41F0-B598-F48119AE9170/0/WaterIssuesBetweenIsraelandthePalestinians.pdf

The Evidence (cont)

Since the responsibility (officially and
in practice) for the water supply to the
Palestinians is fully under the
Palestinian Water Authority, the claims
of inefficient water supply should be
directed at the Palestinian Authority.

Typically stoppages are due to theft,
poor infrastructure* maintenance, or
unpaid bills- a feature which even the
Amnesty report is forced to
grudgingly acknowledge

Such disruptions of supply regularly occur in several Arab
capitals such as Amman and Damascus.
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* According to a Palestinian report “The Palestinian water and wastewater sector”, Oct 2009, page 211)
overall water losses in the Palestinian domestic supply system reach 33%!



It is true that the per capita consumption of
the Israeli population is much higher than
that of the Palestinian population. However
this is principally a result of differences in
demand —rather than in supply — due to the
differing lifestyles in the two societies .

Similarly different rates of consumption
occur between the Jewish and Arab
populations within pre-1967 Israel—and
between different socio-economic groups
within the Jewish population—without
anyone raising the claim that this is the
result of purposeful deprivation See table .

* Source: l ?ﬁi “““““ " |srael Water Authority;

Note: according to the previously mentioned Palestinian repot (p. 211), the average municipal consumption
per capita in the West Bank is 110cm per day i.e. over 40cm per capita per a year. In practice it may well be
even higher since according to some estimates the true size of Palestinian population is probably lower than
specified in the report



IHiRsr

PﬂZESg/mﬂg /; 05/? /[/S [ /['[

I ;
Ol /P/PESIR/CEED

The Mountain Aquifer is the Palestinians'’
only source of water. Israel is using
around 80% of the shared water, leaving WATeR SA gy
the Palestinians 'with what is left'. A ek
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This assertion is inaccurate and misleading. B
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It is indeed true that Israel uses about 70% of the waters of the aquifer today.
But in the pre-occupation times - before 1967- it utilized around 90% of these
waters, which flow naturally (from the northern and western sections) into the
coastal plain and the Jezriel valley*.

Thus Israel has legitimate claim to these waters by virtue of the internationally
recognized principle of “Prior Use”, the very same principle that Egypt invokes
for its claim to the waters of the Nile, as do Syria and Iraq for their claims to the
waters of the Euphrates and the Tigris.

*By means of the Yarkon River & Harrod springs respectively



The Evidence*

In 1967 the Palestinian

consumption of fresh water totaled —

60 Mcm which is around 10% of
the total Mountain Aquifer’s

capacity. Today this has risen to
180 Mcm (or around 30%)

Ka WATER ASTHORITY

state of Isras

Israel and the P

The Issu¢ of W

In other words, since the “Occupation”,
there is actually a greater percentage of

water from the aquifer available to the
Palestinians — due to more efficient

utilization, advances in irrigation

techniques, increased use by Israel of
recycled sewage in agricultural irrigation
and desalination in the urban sector

* Source: ¢~ |grael Water Authority
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Summation

The Evidence has been presented.

The Verdict is inescapable:

% The Palestinians accusations regarding water

-~ are motivated by political interests and are part
of their ongoing attempt undermine Israel’s
international legitimacy.

They are also reflect the quintessential reasons
why the Palestinians find themselves in the
miserable state in which they are today:

a) a chronic and cavalier disregard for the truth;
b) an enduring propensity to blame others for
their fate; and

c) an obdurate refusal to take responsibility for
their own actions - and inaction...



Appendix

The Mountain Aquifer
The joint water source referred to in the
Water Agreement in the Oslo Il Accords (Article 40)

Map & Cross Section
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